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» | he Wartike Forces of the Nation—Outr 
Militia System. 

” Nobody fis ‘so foolish that he does not now 
| and then say a sensible thing, and Gov. Szr- 
‘| moun is.no exception to the rule: His re- 
marks, in his Message, touching the necessity 

keeping ap the State militia, are peculiarly 

; just and fore They would have 
been ee ‘oten if wads time of peace, and 
they are doubly sp how in time of war. 
There ought in State to be a militia 
| composed of all the arme-bearing population, 
aud as well armed, and well drilled, and well 
as it is possible for a militia to be. 


| Everybody who is fit for military daty, and 


éither will not or cannot enlistin the army in 
the field, ought to be compelled to enter the 
militia, and to devote a certain amount of 
his leisure time to its duties. If this were 
done, we should, in the first place, enjoy per- 
fect security against domestic violence and 
petil, which, in our great cities, is increasing 
; every year; and in the second, we should 
possess @ respectable reserve in case 
of great disaster to the army in the field, and 
be, spared: the pain and humiliation of wit- 

hessing such wild “uprisings” as followed 


+ on Lae’siavasion of Pennsylvania lastsummer. 


ore 


feited te. the’ Finant: - 
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| dion than’ that in 


And this militia, instead of being wasted in 
companies and other small bodies, ought to 
be in regiments, and brigaded, under the 
command of proper generals, and kept con- 
stantly, as far as equipments and organiza- 
tion go, for active gervice. 

There” néver was «a grosser. delu- 
which we indulged 
up’ tothe outbreak of the war, that 


| Because every man in the United States is 


\ campaign of 1861 showed it. 


legally liable to be called on for duty, 
therefore we had a militia composed of our 
whoie arms-beating ‘population. By dint 
of deserting this, we not only  pérsuaded 
foreign nations that it was true, but we 
ourselves, The fact was, that in 

i but the fighting spirit, our people was just 
as ill-prepared for war as. that. of any-coun- 


try in Europe, and the occurrences of the 
No ehemy, 


wheiher foreign or domestic, ought ever again 
be allowed fo catch us in.the same state of 
unreadiness as that which tempted Jeyrznsox 


-} Davis and his associates into revolution. 


It would be no doubt highly inconvenient for 
a great many persons to be compelled to de- 


voie a portionof their time to military duties, 
but we believe we have got past the time 


a when the exemption of everybody in the com- 


4 importance. 


s a eoh vagthyae 


ty 
wr ep 
OOMALL, of 


: red 
‘Vene? Ce 


“5 ge 2 ' a 
A es % te ogi 
-¥ ate # Bante a 
~ mrion. for inves 
’ a Bie. 2 Trp wey (Sor 4 igh nee 


the Assembly “ ie 3 : 
a eee ih wie ant sont 
poe ee pan hepa ge ecelaget POM 

4 s J 

; Pata rh ene sVUE of vets nm 

: Ae er ~ Raves yee ay 
ba: tu haste of te 
ie aN eb ve. 0 ‘ 
eat op ong Peppa yen 
i F 

= + rel > <prutpipagegas 


. 


* teciy 


P Sy Cp on Say rw > Se a 
Fe A aati fino Doce as 


; UT Pee i : 
1 seage Pats phy kL haan vey 
ve th my ty ae rio Pe te ee ae 


Pits So, AL ’ 
AS ihe: Soa eal 
salary) 3. Marla ype 
ay, a 


a7: } to. compel 


sm a Rhode 

a SS am 

‘ ol 's 4] 
r 2 hed 
4% 


. 
7 or 


nase & >» 


“+ 
> eate, TPP 


Cog ee Le ¥ 


aT 
t | censure itself is certainly well grounded. 


munity from al} inconvenience on behalf of 
the State was ‘considered a point of prime 


Nothing is, more certain than 
that we shall in future’need either a force 


of .this _kind, or a large standing army,.and 
no inconvenience can’ be weighed for 
moment in the balance against the danger 


} liberty and good government, which would be 


sure'to result eventually from the presence 


-among-us of a large body of men making a 
profession of arms, and unchecked by thb- 
presence of any other force in the country 
large enough or strong enough to resist their 


‘| pretensions, in case they. should ever attempt 


to step'out of their sphere. Tifis is at present 


en- 
‘but an imeginary danger ; but there'is no one 
| who is familiar with the history of republics, 


: whe does not know in how short a space of 
“the march of events ” can convert 


=} popular force; but the time may ay 
when it will be converted, by the necessities 


of the case, into a. body of professional sol- 


| diery, and we ought not to allow such a body 


to grow up without keeping on foot treble the 
pumber of citizens under arms. 

pre Sxruovn descants at some length 

and suddenness of the 

beg itaghes, for troops thet have been made 

by the Government, though we suspect that 


: 2 this soul is in reality more troubled by the 


‘fact that any calls at all were made, than by 
the manner in which they were made. a3 
whatever the ‘motive for bis..censure, 


‘Sadden demands for great bodies of men are 
not only hard to meet, but they greatly de- 
range trade and~ industry. “What ought 
itd have. been done at the outset was 
each State or district © to 
the regiments it sent to the field 


manent system of volunteering, stimulated 


“look. “ap: } by as high bounties as, might ‘be necessary ; 
é / ‘hee: 


‘or, if this failed, then by drafts made at short 
jj Antervale for small If this had 
4} been done, there never have been any 
s diminution in Braap the field ; 
have been able to follow up olir suo. 
cesses ‘whenever we. achieved. any ; all the 
b pea nts would af all times have been com- 
crag 

r Would have been 

; tt ‘would scarcely been ° 

; too late to adopt this plan, | 
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the éra of isolation for’ Ching is ‘closed. 
spite of all her efforts, she murt assume her 
place as one of the family of nations, and re 
cognize her responsibility to the roles‘and reg- 
ulations which govern the intercourse of in- 
dependent Powers. Our correspondent awards 
high credit to Mr. Burtincame, ovr Minister 
in China; for the part he has taken in bringing 
about this very important step. 


The Poor and Our Charities. 

These bitterly cold nights.and wintry days 
must remind us all of the great numbers of 
poor people in our City exposed af this sea- 
pon of the year-tocold and hunger. Tt isa 
fortunate and providential circumstance that 
the calamity of war has brought no new suf- 
ferings to the masses of destitute and unbe- 
friended persons who always crowd certain 
portions of New-York. On the contrary, the 
two Winters of civil war past have been sea- 
sons of uncommon good fortune and comfort to 
pur poorer classes. The icy winds themselves 
have been tempered to these unfortunate peo- 
ple, ‘and Winter fortwo years has been shorn 
of half ite terrors to those who live in the 
streets or whose bleak hovels are seldom 
brightened by a fire. 


But the great alleviation has been the 
immense increase of work to -the poor, 
owing to the demands of the army 
and the stimulus given by the expanded 
currency: Large establishments for manu- 
facture which are ordinarily comparatively 
idle in Winter, have been pressed to their ut- 
most power. Immense quantities of cloth- 
ing, harness, equipments, arms, shoes, tents 
and other military erticles have been made 
and sold here., Great- labor has been per- 
formed in the building and fitting out of gun- 
boats, Iron-clads, engines, machinery, wagons 
and artillery. sorts of business bearing 
on the wants of army have beén stimu. 
lated to their utmest extent. The natural 
consequence has been that labor has met with 
abundant demand and received unusual re- 
ward ; and few men, women or children 
who. could work with any degree of skill 
have needed.4o:be idie, More than ‘this, 
unskilled labor has been drawn off, to a con- 
siderable degree, into the army, so that many 
a day laborer who. nevér earned a penny for 
his family daring.the Winter months, or who 
consumed ‘his wife’s earnings in liquor, now 
receives ample wages as a soldier, and ander 
our admirable allotment system, returns a 
good portion to those dependent onhim. In 
return for his services also, the City, in its 
Volunteer Fund, distributes to his wife and 


¢hildren from $3 to $6 a week, which is ordi- 
narily a sufficient support, with what litile 
they can earn themselves. All these causes 
have combined tommake the condition of the 


poor unusually comfortable during these years 


of war. 


But there are many exceptions to this 
which shoald command the afiention of the 
charitable. This. Winter is opening with 
weather of unexampled severity. Coal is at 


an unheard-of price; probably, in the ruinous 
way in which the poor buy it, ranning up to $20 


per ton. When 4 thermometer is at zero, 


and .snow on the ground, with coal at. such 


rates, we may be sure that considerable num- 
bers of women who depend on sewing or 


“ chore:work” for support, are shivering in 
fireless rooms, or are -positively exposed to 
being frozen. Where, the wages of female 
labor have so little risen, and yet the ex- 
penses of living are fifty per cent. higher, we 
may be certain there mus} be keen suffering 


from want of food and fuel in many a shanty . 


and crowded tenement house in. our City. . 


One ‘of the most practical charities for this 
class would We the purchase of a considerable 


But ‘no class attract our sympathy in this 
bitter ‘weather “like .the: children; ‘The 


thought of a poor child wandering about 
our. streets, in such  temperature,- with 
acanty clothing and bare feet, unbefriended 
and houseless, is enough to disturb the mos¢ 
jcomfortable repose and enjoyment. Whether 
in peace or war, prosperity or calamity, the 
stream of these wretched, abandoned and 
houseless children seems to be forever flowing 
though our streets. They are the inevita- 
ble* parasite of civilization. We are led es- 
pecially to these thoughts by « recent report, 
forwarded to us, of one of those humble, ben-- 
eficent institutions, whose practical, economi 
cal humanity and unmingled beneficence are 
an honor to our City—the Newsboys’ Lodg- 
ing-house. (No: 128 Fulton-street.) Here 
come, we are told, in the course of the year, 
over four thousand street-wandering lads— 
the moet of them orphans. They drift in and’ 


ane of up to their full strength, by a. steady and per- | How out continually, there being at the pres- 


ent time but aboat 120 lodgers. In these 
comfortable and warm rooms, the bare- 
footed, ragged, tired little offvasts of 
civilization find a shelter and ‘warmth, for 
owhich, to encourage a spirit of independence, 
they phy their’few cents each night. Here 
they are fed and taughit’and washed, and oth- 
erwise prepsred for being decent members of 
The “honest and deserving are en- 
‘couraged by.glfte of warm clothes and shoes. 
From this place, they sally out to their litile 
Sentai FON detrentnnrtehes te Zt 
ces in. city. business, or to gwell the great” 
sgricuitural popalation in the Western States. 
that. | Nothing could be more.simply and practically | 
saree Fe, Pe and for all this. work, 
the net cost to the public is |. 

‘| omy some $2,000; per ennum-—the Jads them | «1, 
selves. paying over $1,000... We trast the: 
eens ee it te wo wed 
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the. estates. of the great. land- 
drawn public attention anew 
to the general subject. ‘The editor of 
the Zimes diselaims any intention of having 
attributed to either of these gentiemen the ad- 
vocacy of a forcible division of landed estates ; 
but Mr. Baiaur’s language was sufficiently 
equivocal ‘to give the interpretation put upon 
it aa air of plausibility. But no one who has 
paid the least attention to the political and 
economical theories of “the . Manchester 
school,” as preached during the last twenty 
years by its two great aposties, can fail to 
know that there is nothing it deprecates 
80 much as legal interference with the distri- 
bation of wealth. Its cardinal doctrine is, 
that property should be allowed to go where- 
ever it would: naturally go, if men were 
permitted to follow their inclination, without 
let or hindrance, in dealing with it. It seeks 
to make real estate in England subject to the 
same rules of law as personal property; to 
make its transfer & transmission as simple 
and as cheap as would be consistent with se- 
curity, or, in other words, to subject it to thé 
ordinary laws of trade ; and Mr. Bnarénr-ad- 
vocates this because he foresees that it would 
lead there, as it leads here, to a more equal 
distribution of the land of the country amongst 
the inhabitants, and would counteract, if not 
reverse, that tendency to the accumulation of 
large estates in the hands of single families, 
which, all acknowledge, is one great cause 
of English poverty. 


Now there is no doubt that to a 
strong believer inthe vaiue of the English 
aristocracy. as it is, one mode of dimin- 
ishing its power or influence fs just as 
obnoxious as ‘another; but as. far.as Mr. 
Baraut’s character for honesty and wisdom is 
concerned, it makes all the difference in life 
whether he seeks to carry out his social theo- 
ties by the aid of simple free-trade or of legal- 
ized confiscation. How to diffuse amongst all 
Classes @ greater amount of comfort is the 
great problem which every statesman has to 
solve, and the wisest and the best mania the 
world may fairly endeavor to do this, as Mr. 
Bricut is doing, by giving the rich greater 
liberty in their manner of dealing with what 
is or ought to be their own ; but nohgdy but 
knave or fool. could seek to do it by a whole- 
sale seizure of their property, and ‘an arbitrary 
re-distribution.of it. 

The law of. primogeniture does not in real- 
ity, as 80 many people suppose, exercise much 
influence on the division of Jand in England. 
It is not this which builds up the great estates. 
The cases in which it regulates the transmis- 
sion of property are exceedingly few in num- 
ber. ‘It ordains that where the owner of 


land in fee dies without a will. bie land shal! 


go to his eldest son ; bat this is @ case which 
arises so rarely, that the influence of the rule 
on the actual distribution .of real property 
is not worth mention. . The..owners of any 


land in fee simple in. England are very few in 


number, and the owners of large estates in 
fee simple might be counted on ofie’s fingers. 
And of this small number an infinitessimal! pro- 
portion only die intestate. ‘What keeps large 
estates together, and promotes accumulation, 
is the custom, which is religiously observed 
by the people themselves, of tying them up 
in such manner that “the house” may stand 
and flourish and refiect henor on ail its mem- 
bers. There is “a settlement” of the preperty 
almost invariably on the marriage of the heir, 
by which it is madevto devolve on his eldest 
son, and cannot be alienated without this son's. 

consent when he comes of age; and it is by 
the repetition of this process, in every genera- 
tion, with the fall acquiescence.and approval, 


be it remarked, of the younger branches of the | 


family, that produces those ‘several results. 
which we so much condemn. ‘So that the root | 


-of the evil is not in the law so much as in'the | | 


ffleas of the property-holders themselves-— 
ideas which have come down from feudal 
times, and are now woven into the verp:na- 
ture of the Englishmen of the middle and 
upper classes. It may seem very absurd to 
us that people should positively delight in 
what seemesto us an injustice and absurdity ; 
but it will only seem eo to those who are not 
familiar with. the strength possessed in the 
old. world by tradition and usage. 

Mr., Bareut, therefore, would gain very 
little, and he knows it, by abrogating the law 
of primogeniture ; and at present, at least, a 
law prescribing a certain division of real 
estate on the owner's death, will or no will, 
as in, France, is hopeless, even if it would not 
be an infringement on that Hberty of owner- 
ship of which the Manchester men have been 
guch distingujshed champions. ‘What is 
within bis seach, and what would materially 
help him, for it. would doubtless -prove the 
narrow endof the wedge, would be such simpli- 
fication and cheapening ofthe forms of trans- 
fer of land, as would make. small purchases 
possible. Strange as it may seem, that which 
more than anything else prevents the poorer 
classes in England from acquiring teal estate,. 
is the fact that the expense. and trouble of the 
legal is so great that small. lots 
will not bear it. The difficulty of ‘securing = 

good title is owing to the want of » registry 
of - deeds, and. the 


‘Bor ih eset tothe : 
For among the crowd of patriot, neyoes whose | 
new-born fame claims record in your. mane + 


of seeking & division amongst : 


effecting any new alterations, asin bri 

wia¥" the csaus of Ss paula whee aie 
taken place in the position and spirit of this Gc 
ernment, ~ Within the last four years it bas ~ 
ceived emphatic lessons, but ‘there is no room to 


assert that it has not profited by them: In fact; ee 


in the fiberality of its poliéy, the Ohinese 
stands already ahead of the Ottoman — 


though the latter has enjoyed a European school 
ing of four-centuries. 


Ths soning | Tost 0 war Ula Sts Taga . meld 


Council for Poreign Affairs. This Board is com 


= + Xtge 2) 
posed of six members, the ablest men in the em- | | fs 
pire; some of them heads of departments;.and | _ 


the Prince Regent, fotgtiy wnliea OO es, 
constitution proving hew 


Nberations—its very 
completely the old Government has awaked to 
the new position it has been compelled to wage 
with reference, to other Powers. 

Five years ago, when Mr. Rep first met thé 


Chinese Commissioners, they proposed to refer 
the consideratidn of our President's letter to the 


Lefanyuen, the Board of Controt for Foreign De- 
pendencies, Indeed there was no other board in 
existence empowered to take cognizance of for- 
eign affairs. All foreign nations were viewed ag 
dependencies. England, Russia, Holland and- 
Portugal, had all sent tribute to the Son of Heaven, 


and all were enrolled as dutiful vageale, Their 


affairs were managed by the Board of Control. 
Why not those of America? 

The occasion of the meeting exhibits the same 
change, but in a more emphatic manner, for it 
was to consider the translation and publication of 
@ system of International Law. An American 
missionary had rendered into. the of 
China, the major part of that great work of our’ 
own Wesatox, which has become an oracle in 
the cabinets of Europe. Mr. Burtineaus, our 
Minister, who, to. the virtue of 


this fact, with a view to ascertaining their t 

per in regard to it, He requested an 

with one of the members of the Council ; Sal foc 
of them appeared, and evinced by their intelligent 
interest, as well aa sby their présence, that they 
esteemed the subject tobe one of national ~~ 
portance. . 

The place dignified vy the name of Foreign 
Office, was, I confess, not much calculated to. en- 
courage hopes of improvement. ‘A dilapidated’ 
structure, one story high, with floors of brick, 
its whole appearance is- indescribably mean. 
But there stands a soldier, mounting gugrd, in 
foreign clothes; and where soldiers adopt a unt- 
form of foreign pattern, there is some ‘evidence 


that civilians are beginning to remodel their poli- 
tical systems. 


The Council Chamber,. lighted by. windows, 
glazed with paper, is innocent of any kind of em- 


bellishment, not even boasting such a common 


luxury as a silk curtain or a satin cushion. 
A narrow divan accommodated their  prin- 
cipal guest and the President, who gath- 
ered up his feet in .Turkish, or rather Tartar 
fashion;—the reat of us—the members of 


the Council and myself, contenting ourselves with. 
low stools. The apparel of the Ministers was in 
keeping with the edifice, displaying none of those. 
drooping plumes and sparkling stones which are 
the ordinary insignia of official rank ; their dress 


was more than plaif’: judged by the Chinese [| 


standard, it wasehabby. Indeed, all the appoint. 
ments of this august tribunal were so conspicu- 
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ously mean, comparéd, not with the grandeur of }.~ 


our Offices of state, but with the halls -of their 
own provincial magistrates, that I can only ac- 


count for it on ve mt kage? « 
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You have, 
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BURGRyINE Is not a patriot ; rad T kas Soosan ¢@ th 


to believe he would not be one if he were now at 
home; but he is, nevertheless, a brave soldier 
anda skillfulleader. The strongest evidence of 
his high qualities in these respects is the panic 
his ‘defection excited ‘in high places, after the 
mean artifices of government officials had driven | 
him from his command. That ‘part of the ste 

haa been dily chroricled, and Eshall not repeat: 


it. The sequel is soon told as far as the present’ | 


date, though it may be long before we. sce the 
end of it. After applying once and again to the 


Court of Pekin for redress, and receiving nothing } 


but promises, though supported by the imflwence. 


of Mr. Bua.iveaus, he seemed to relapse into a | 
state of quiet expectancy. Fixing his headquar-*} P 
ters in Shanghai, he gathered round: him anum- | 
ber bf his old followers, and added.several other | 


soldiers of fortune, who had recently sought this 
peradise of military adventure. He was prepar- 


ing, it was thought, for some new post of honor or 


danger. His wounds covered suspicion, forblood 


had sealed bis fidelity to the imperial cause. | 


Achilles withdrew from the tentsof the Greeks; 
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